Discussion
The structure of the dimeric aquaÇN-salicylidene-rac-alaninato)copper(II), which crystallises with one coordinated and one non-coordinated water molecules was reported recently [1] , Imidazole substitutes both water molecules in the aqua adduct [2] , while urea displaces only the non-coordinated water. Here we report on the structure of aqua(JV-salicylidene-rac-alaninato) coppelli) · urea. The copper(II) environment in the title compound is square-pyramidal with the three donor atoms Ol, 02 and N1 of the tridentate Schiff base /V-salicylidene-rac-alaninate dianion (ONO 2- Fig.) ; the H atoms of the urea molecule: N2-H21-03, N3-H31 • Ό3 (-χ, -y, -z) form together a six-menbered ring; and N2-H22 -02 (within the asymmetric unit) and N3-H32-Ol ((-χ, -y, I-ζ) are each involved in an eight-membered ring. It is worth comparing the title compound in which the C8 atom bears one methyl group in this report with the closely related dimeric compounds of urea(iV-salicylideneglycinato)copper(II) and urea(/V-salicylidene-2,2-dimethylglycinato)copper(II) urea solvate with two Η atoms and 2 methyl groups at C8 atom, respectively [3] . The compound with two Η atoms crystallises with one coordinated urea molecule, the title compound with one methyl group and one Η atom crystallises with one non-coordinated urea molecule and the compound with two methyl groups crystallises with one coordinated und one non-coordinated urea molecule. 
